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nab, called Parbuttee, is sacred to Doorga;
but I was also shown a spot particularly
dedicated by the Brahmins to the perform-
ance of ceremonies, attendant on the cele-
bration of the Dusrah festival. It is en-
closed by a high wall, and strictly guarded
from all chance of contamination from
without; to this sacred spot, the Brahmins
repair from all parts of Western India, and
during the ten nights of the festival, cele-
brate their orgies secretly, and by torch-
light.

Strangers are of course never admitted
to witness these mysteries, as the very
glance of a Christian, or an outcast, would
steep the actors in them in impurity, which
years of penance could not expunge; how-
ever, from intelligent Hindoos, and various
sources of information, I was enabled to
gain some curious particulars, of the ob-
servances which prevail.

On the first night of the festival, the
Kalusa, or sacred-water jar, is cleansed,
and consecrated by the officiating Brah-